CONSULTATION ON
GOLD MINE PLANS
STARTING SOON
On 27 November 2017 Dalradian
submitted a planning application
(LA10/2017/1249/F) to the
Department for Infrastructure
(DfI) to build an underground gold
mine at the Curraghinalt deposit
between Rouskey and Greencastle.
The planning application for the
regionally significant project runs
to more than 10,000 pages and
includes almost 40 detailed reports
by experts from internationally
recognised environmental
consulting firms.

A large part of the application
concerns the environment and
the measures which we will take to
build a safe gold mine. As part of
our application we have outlined
how we will implement stringent,
best practice environmental
monitoring and mitigation
measures which meet or exceed
regulatory requirements.
A gold mine in west Tyrone will be
economically transformative for
the area. An independent

feasibility study has shown
that more than 350 full-time,
permanent jobs will be created
once the mine is fully operational.
In addition, $1 billion will be spent
over the lifetime of the mine,
providing opportunities for local
businesses in Tyrone and across
Northern Ireland.
Last week, DfI finished uploading
all of the documents forming
this extensive application
(approximately 100 in total).

Our plans were shaped by your
views based on our extensive
public consultations. Now
that our plans are finalised
and submitted to DfI, the
department’s consultation
process is about to begin.
The next steps in the planning
process are listed below.

ADVERTS PUBLISHED
Public advertisements
will be placed in the
press by DfI, advising
on the availability and
location of the Planning
Application documents.
These adverts
formally start the DfI’s
consultation process.

CONSULTATION
DfI’s consultation process
lasts a minimum of 28
days in order to engage
with the public and
non-statutory consultees.

CONSIDERATION
Following the
consultation period, DfI
will carry out a detailed
review of the planning
application.

FURTHER INFORMATION
After the review DfI
may request further
information from the
applicant (Dalradian).
Often the request will
relate to environmental
matters.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Should new information
be requested, a second
consultation will be
advertised and held.
This second consultation
will focus on the new
information.

DECISION
DfI will then review
that recommendation,
normally for around two
months, and make a
decision.

PUBLIC INQUIRY
The typical duration for
a public inquiry is about
nine months. At the end
of the inquiry, the PAC will
make its recommendation
to DfI.

REFERRAL
Alternately, DfI may then
refer the application to the
Public Appeals Commission
(PAC) for a Public Inquiry.
The PAC is a statutory
tribunal, independent
of any government
department or agency
and it is responsible for
organising public inquiries.

RECOMMENDATION
DfI officials will
then provide a
recommendation to the
Minister for Infrastructure
(in the event of the
Assembly being restored)
or the Permanent
Secretary.

FURTHER
CONSIDERATION
DfI will then review the
new submissions and
documents.
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