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World-class Mine 
Jobs in Tyrone

I am writing in support of 
Dalradian’s mine and also the 
mining industry in Ireland as a 
whole. I am a 37 year old married 
mother of one and mining has 
played a major role in my life, 
namely Tara Mine. 

During the 1980s, when jobs were 
hard to come by, it was Tara Mine 
that my father got employment 
with. 

I have lovely vivid memories of 
collecting him from night shift 

patterns for the production 
LongHole drill rigs underground. 
The LongHole drill rigs drill from a 
tunnel into the rock surrounding 
them to a certain boundary length. 
Once these have been completed 
it is my responsibility to design a 
Blast Plan. A Blast Plan schedules 
a sequence of blasts to extract 
the drilled rock. This is done by 
loading each hole with explosive 
and a specifically timed detonator 
to ensure the maximum recovery 
of mineralized rock and low 
impact on the surrounding area. 
All blasts have strict regulations 
that must be adhered to. I really 
enjoy my work; it is interesting and 
different. I have a mix of office and 
underground ‘on site’ work.

I went back to University City 
Dublin with the financial help from 
Tara Mine to obtain my Master 
of Environmental Sustainability 
degree. 

I met my husband underground 
and I hope that the mine will still 
be here when my daughter is older. 
I will be able to show her how the 
mine works and hopefully plant a 
seed of interest so that she may 
follow her parents and grandad 
into the industry. 

before school and being fascinated 
about the workings underground. 
This childhood interest led me 
to study Mineral Engineering in 
Athlone Institute of Technology 
and I was fortunate to have two 
summer work placements with 
Tara Mine during my college years. 

Tara is Europe’s largest zinc mine 
and is situated close to Navan 
town. In fact, a huge number of 
people from the town work for it 
or know people who do. In 2013 
it was estimated that around 
3,000 jobs in the local area were 
dependent on the mine.

The mine has been in existence 
since the 1970s and plays a key 
role in the life of the surrounding 
area, providing opportunities for 
local businesses and suppliers as 
well as direct employment.

In many ways Tara Mine sits at the 
heart of the community.

After college I worked on the 
Tailings Facility before being 
employed as an underground 
Surveyor, which I did for 9 years 
before moving to my present 
position of Drill & Blast Engineer. 

In this position, I design drill 
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While the mine has always been 
an important aspect of my life the 
fascinating thing is that not all 
people living in the local town know 
it exists, especially so close to them. 

As part of my master’s, I did a 
study on converting the Tailings 
Facility upon closure to provide 
local amenities. During the survey it 
was intriguing to realise that most 
people were unaware that Europe’s 
largest zinc mine was on their 
doorstep. 

It shows the strict and extensive 
environmental restrictions that the 
mine follows, that local people are 
not interfered with by having this 
industry so close. 

I have grown up on the outskirts 
of Navan in close proximity to the 
Tailings Facility and the mining 
industry is one I would encourage 
any community to embrace and 
gain from. It has provided myself 
and my family a lovely, interesting 
life and hopefully will continue to do 
so for many years.

As they say, ‘if you can’t grow it you 
have to mine it’. Mining is essential 
to modern life and, when done 
correctly, positive results should 
ensue for all involved.


