LIVING BESIDE A MINE - Education
Although mining is a new industry for Co. Tyrone, mines can be found throughout Europe
– including close to home in both Ireland and Britain.
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Tara Mines on the edge of Navan in
Co. Meath, for instance, is Europe’s
largest zinc and lead mine, and has
been operating successfully for 40
years.
The mine employs c.1,000
people and is a major driver of
the local economy. In addition
to supporting local businesses
the mine is also an integral part
of the Navan community. It has a
positive influence on many aspects
of life including educational
opportunities available to the
area’s students.
Diversity & New Qualifications
One of Tara Mines’ benefits is
that it has helped introduce a
generation of female students to
more technical subjects and new
career options.
One local education provider said:

“The job opportunities given by
the mine have taken away the
stereotypical image of a mine being
Hillstudents
of Tara see
for men only. Our female
11km
the possibilities of employment in any
of the scientific, technological and
engineering sectors. Sub-consciously,
the success of Tara Mines has
influenced this.”

When Tara Mines started
in 1977, Ireland had only been in
the EEC for four years and the idea
of a Celtic Tiger was still a pipe
dream. I didn’t want my children
to be like me and have to leave
school to get a job. I wanted them
to be able to do their leaving certs
Mining has also supported new
and go to college or university,
qualifications including a geo-drilling and the money I earned from
apprenticeship programme now
working in the mine helped me,
available island wide. The course,
and other parents, to support our
which Dalradian helped design, leads children to do that.
to a recognised qualification in both
Navan parent
Ireland and the UK.
Academic Achievement
A retired employee of Tara Mines
recounted how the business
provided talks to local schools:
“One teacher spoke to me of how the
town had developed in population
around the area where the school
and the mine had themselves grown

side by side. Tara Mines used to be
our only neighbour, now they’re our
best.”
The high regard in which the mine
is held is partly due to the greater
academic standards which it has
encouraged. According to a local
education provider:
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“90% of our students now progress to
college or university, compared to other
rural areas where the uplift can be
around 30-40%. It’s no coincidence that
this rise coincided with the contribution
that Tara Mines gave to the community
in general.”
At Dalradian we’re passionate about
having a similarly positive impact.
We’ve already made presentations
in local schools about the range
of careers in a mine and started
developing new mining-focused
training courses with South West
College, but that’s just the beginning.
A careers guidance professional in
Navan told us:
“Education is about helping students not
just to dream, but to believe and then
achieve. Tara Mines, in the subconscious
of the community in Navan is a success,
and success breeds success. From an
economic or financial perspective, Tara
Mines is, simply, the heart of Navan.”
We want to replicate that success for
west Tyrone.

World-class Mine
Jobs in Tyrone

